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PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

From Peter Roppo 
Volunteer-president of the Montreux Home Owners Association 

 
HOLIDAY GREETINGS, MONTREUX NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS. 
 
The Montreux Home Owners Association Board members and other Montreux 
volunteers wish you a very special and happy holiday season. 
 
Despite the November snowfall, this has been a good year for Montreux. We thank you 
for doing your part to keep Montreux the great and beautiful neighborhood that it is. 
 
We want to extend an especially big "thank you" to all of the Montreux  
volunteers who have helped keep our community running smoothly. 
 
Speaking of volunteers, please give some thought to becoming a Montreux  
volunteer for 2011. All of the jobs are important, do not take much time and  
contribute significantly to our quality of life here in Montreux. The list of  
current, volunteer board members and their contact information is included in  
this newsletter. Please contact any of us to volunteer or for questions about  
volunteering. 
 
This edition of the quarterly MONTREUX News includes useful information to help  
keep you safe during the winter. We hope that you take care of yourself, drive  
carefully and have a great winter season. 
 
From our family to yours, warm holiday wishes. 
 



DAVE NIEHAUS PASSES 
Hall of Fame Mariners' announcer and Montreux resident, Dave Niehaus, passed  

away at his home on November 10, 2010. Our sincere condolences to his wife  
Marilyn and to the Niehaus family 

 
REMINDER TO HOME OWNERS 

1. Please check that your outside lights are working. It is especially important  
now that the evenings have grown shorter and children are going to school in the  
dark. It is a requirement of the CC&Rs that, because there are no street lights,  
all driveway lights should be on. 
2. Some complaints have been received about garbage cans being visible from the street. All garbage 
cans should be hidden from view per the CC&Rs. 

 
ADOPT A STORM DRAIN! 

We know, it sounds like a joke, but having neighbors take responsibility for keeping the 
neighborhood storm drains clear is a really good and proven-successful idea. During severe weather 
conditions city personnel are often unable to respond to blockages on a timely basis. 
    We all know the importance of avoiding flooding. With a forecast for a severe winter for western 
Washington this year, we need to take extra precautions to avoid flooded streets, flooded yards & 
flooded basements. 
    So, here is what we suggest. If there is a storm drain near your house, you can help by making 
sure the drain is kept clear of leaves, ice and snow. 
    Thank you for helping to keep our community beautiful! 
 

POLICE REPORTS 
Good News: After having reviewed the reports of daily police activities issued by the Issaquah 
Police Department for the past three months, we have concluded that Montreux is a very safe and quiet 
neighborhood. The police reported NO complaints or criminal activities in the neighborhood during 
that time. This does not mean that we do not need to take sensible precautions to avoid problems, we 
do. There have been break-ins and robberies in the past. 
Safety Tips: Here are a few reminders of precautions that you are probably already taking: 1. Keep 
your doors and windows locked; 2. Have a home alarm system and use it. 3. Keep your garage doors 
shut when not coming and going; 4. Be sure that your outside lights are working and on at night; 5. 
Don’t open your door to strangers and be sure the children don’t either; 6. Let a neighbor or two know 
when you will be out of town.  
Areas for Extra Caution: As you might expect, police reports show that the commercial areas of 
Issaquah are where most problems are reported. So, extra caution, particularly at night, is suggested for 
Front Street, Gilman Blvd. and East Lake Sammamish Parkway.  Do not leave valuables visible in 
your car. Breaking into cars is a problem in these and other public parking areas. 
 
Our sincere thanks to the Issaquah Police for their good work, their courtesy and efficiency. 

 



BEAR SCARES! 
 

There have been two cases of a bear being found on their property by homeowners over the past two 
months. In one case the bear was on the property during the day. In the other case the bear appeared 
late at night. The most recent case of the bear visit, at night, was reported by Marie Gwinn at 5692 Lac 
Leman Drive. 
The daylight visit was reported by  Adi Nussbaum and Chris Steele at 5202 & 5204 Isola Place. 

Bear Alerts, containing guidance in dealing with bear intrusions, were distributed to 
homeowners in both cases. See the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife website, 
www.wdfw.wa.gov  for details or request copies of the Bear Alerts from the Newsletter editors at 
duaneburke@aol.com or dorisburke@aol.com. 

In talking with a representative of WDFW, we were told that bear intrusions are happening all 
over the region as bears search for food in preparation for hibernation. No incidents of aggressive 
behavior by bears have been reported so, no action is being taken to remove bears from the various 
areas from which they are being reported. 

Homeowners are cautioned to avoid making food available to bears, such as garbage, dog 
or cat food and bird feeders, as the best deterrent to bears coming into the yard. 
 

ARCHITECTURAL CONTROL 
 
Our area continues to be attractive and our homes are being well maintained.   
Thanks to everyone for contacting the HOA Architectural Control Committee (ACC) for exterior 
changes this past year. 

We had numerous homes with exterior painting color changes this summer and fall.  Some 
homeowners used color design consultants and they felt this was very useful in choosing new choices 
of colors available on the market.    

Following the approval by homeowners of the amendment to the CC & R's regarding roofing 
materials, there are now two homes with the new composition, multi-layered material.  They both look 
great.  Thanks to those homeowners for working with the ACC during the application process. 

Your ACC is ready to assist you with questions on any planned work on your property. Please 
call Jerry Mack, Chair of the ACC at 425-641-3453 or jerrymack06@comcast.net.   

THANKS for keeping Montreux a beautiful place to live! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



MONTREUX BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
SEPTEMBER 2010 

Montreux HOA Board Meeting 
September 21, 2010 
7:00 p.m. 
At Peter Roppo’s House. 
 
In Attendance: Peter Roppo, Myrt Nelson, Joe Preston, Jerry Lilly, Doris and Duane 
Burke, Bob Keilin, Charles Hayden, Linda McBride, Judy Fenyk-Melody, Susan Gardner 
Peter Roppo, HOA President, conducted the meeting. 
 
The minutes from the August 10, 2010 meeting were reviewed and approved by all Board 
Members. 
 
Roofs 
We received 68 percent approval on the roofs. The HOA President and Secretary signed 
the documents, they were notarized and given to our attorney, and the amendment will be 
added to our CC&R’s. One house has recently been re-roofed using Presidential TL 
shakes, and several with cedar shakes. 
 
Landscaping 
We are meeting with a tree landscaper on Friday to discuss tree care and ask about their 
services. Tree roots, mulching, and long-term tree growth will be discussed. 
 
Electrical 
Holmes Electric just received the requests Marty sent. He will follow-up with them. 
 
Government 
The Landscaping Chair gave the Government Chair an update on the irrigation issue that 
is in front of the house on upper Montreux Drive. The Government Chair agreed to 
investigate and follow-up with Comcast. 
 
Financial 
The Treasurer was unable to attend the meeting. 
 
Lakes and Waterfalls 
There is a leak by the small waterfall, in the water supply that goes to it and the irrigation 
system. Someone from Pacific Landscape will look into it. 
 
Newsletter 
The Newsletter Editors will continue encouraging homeowners to volunteer in each issue 
of the newsletter. 
 
Website 
(1) Future homeowners are looking at our website when considering purchasing in 



Montreux. (2) There is now a space in the website for topics that Board Members may 
contribute to if they want. A suggestion was made for Board Members to give the Web 
master a couple of questions and answers relating to their position that can go on the 
Q &A page. (3) The free HOA website we are utilizing can insert advertisements without 
our approval. An option is for the HOA to pay $30.00/year to prevent this. A motion 
was made that we spend the $30.00; all present were in favor. The motion was approved, 
and the Web-master will follow-up. 
 
Miscellaneous 
Two new visitors to the Board meetings said they are looking forward to participating, 
and will continue to attend the meetings. All Montreux homeowners are invited to attend 
the meetings, which typically occur on the third Tuesday of each month. At the present 
time, they are being held at our President’s home, Peter Roppo’s on Lac Leman Drive. 
-Continuing reminders should be made regarding picking up after our pets. There has 
been an ongoing problem. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Susan Gardner 
September 21, 2010 
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BOARD MEMBERS 

 
 
Peter Roppo 
President 
206-233-4470 
peterroppo@gmail.com 
Jay Willenberg 
Treasurer 
425-641-1606 
Jwillenberg@comcast.net 
Susan Gardner 
Secretary 
425-644-4824 
susan.gardner@comcast.net 
 
John Bryon 
CC&Rs 
425-614-0384 
j_bryon@comcast.net 
 
Doris & Duane Burke 
Newsletter 
425-985-3157 
duaneburke@aol.com 
dorisburke@aol.com 
 
Charles Hayden 
Web Site 
425-522-3776 
cchayden@gmail.com 
 
 

 
Bob Keilin 
Government Affairs 
425-746-2399 
rkeilin@comcast.net 
Jerry G. Lilly 
Ponds & Falls 
206-972-6919 
jerry@jglacoustics.com 
Jerry Mack 
Architectural Control 
425-641-3453 
jerrymack06@comcast.net 
Myrt Nelson 
Grounds & Landscaping 
425-653-2145 
myrtn@comcast.net 
Marty Nelson 
Electrical & Lighting 
425-891-1082 
dmn1945@comcast.net  
Joe Preston 
Past President & Advisor 
425-641-1670 
jpreston562@comcast.net 
Susanna Wilken 
Social 
425-233-5996 
wilken1@comcast.net 

 
 
 
 
 
 



WINTER IS FUN AND BEAUTIFUL  
IF YOU ARE PREPARED 

 
By Chris Steele 

 
Our La Niña winter has begun, and each homeowner should be prepared for possible power outages 
and icy driving conditions. Living on a mountain, as we do in Montreux, has additional 
challenges when we have a cold and snowy winter. Many times the snow level is around 500’, so we 
find rain begins to turn to snow as we head up Village Park Drive (or Lakemont Boulevard). Everyone 
should keep water, some sort of food, a blanket and a jacket in their car at all times during the winter 
months. Also, make sure you have at least a half tank of gas and a charged cell phone with you. The City 
of Issaquah is very responsive when we have snow in Montreux and usually has the sanding truck in our 
neighborhood in a timely manner, but even 4-wheel drive and front wheel drive vehicles must use 
caution, especially down Village Park Drive. We have already lost one boulevard tree this fall due to an 
accident, and we do not want to experience more accidents when serious injuries could occur. 
 
Winter preparation for homes should include preventing frozen pipes. Cover any outdoor faucets with 
either a towel or the foam covers sold at places like Home Depot or Lowes. Be sure all hoses are 
disconnected from outdoor faucets, and turn water off inside leading to faucets on unheated garage 
walls. If you have a sprinkler system, this may be the winter to have it winterized professionally by 
having the system drained and blown out with an air compressor. If we have a heavy wet snow, knock 
the snow off landscape plants that may break under the weight of too much snow. Try to keep gutters 
clear of debris so they can drain properly.  
 
If we do have a power outage, have a power-outage kit easily accessible that includes a flashlight and 
batteries, a portable radio, a wind-up clock, a can opener, candles and matches. Close curtains and blinds 
to preserve heat, use hot water sparingly and only open your refrigerator when necessary. Also, turn off 
most electrical devices and unplug sensitive electrical equipment in case there is a power surge when the 
power comes back on. If you use a wood-burning fireplace, make sure the flu is open. Only run portable 
generators outdoors with exhaust away from any open windows or doors. 
 
Once you feel comfortable that you are prepared for winter, it is time to enjoy the beauty of a 
snowy winter day or the laughter of children as they go sledding. Appreciate our postcard-pretty 
views of the mountains and Lake Sammamish. Go for a walk in the brisk air (when it’s not too 
icy) and marvel at the wildlife all around us. Be glad that we live in such a great community! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



TIPS ON BOARDING PETS FOR THE HOLIDAYS 

Article Suggested by Judy Fenyk-Melody    

Every year, the Better Business Bureau receives hundreds of complaints from pet owners about 
kennels. Common complaints include disputes over billing as well as pets being dehydrated and 
malnourished or rife with parasites, or even falling ill. 

The BBB recommends the following checklist: 

• Check the kennel out with the BBB first to make sure they have a good track record for keeping 
customers satisfied. 

• Ask your friends, neighbors, veterinarian or local animal shelters for recommendations. Also, use the 
Pet Care Services Association website. 

• Visit the facilities. Check for cleanliness and offensive odors, and note the overall safety of the kennel 
and cages. 

• If your pet is prone to running away, ask about steps the kennel has taken to make its facilities 
escape-proof. 

• Ask about how your pet may come in contact with other animals. Some kennels let animals play 
together while others keep them separate at all times. 

• If your state requires inspections look for the certificate on the wall and make sure the kennel is 
properly licensed. 

• Ask about the feeding schedule, water accessibility and frequency of — or fees related to — exercise. 

• Note the friendliness of staff members and how they work with the other boarding pets. Ask about 
their background and experience. 

• Make sure the facility requires that all entering pets have proof of immunization and ask about its 
policies regarding flea and tick control. 

• Ask about the hours for drop-off and pick up and make sure you understand the billing policy. 

• Finally, ask what happens in the case of a medical emergency or other unexpected situation. For 
more advice on finding reputable businesses around the holidays, visit www.bbb.org/us/consumer-tips-
holiday. 

Source:  BBB &Anderson Independent Mail 

 
 



WINTER DRIVING SUGGESTIONS 
Suggestions from the Washington State Department of Transportation 

1. Get your car tuned up. 
2. Check the brakes, battery, lights, wipers, antifreeze, heater/defrosters, belts, hoses, filters and oil. 
3. Talk to your local tire dealer about which chains are the best fit for your vehicle and practice 
installing them. 
 
4. Tell others when and where you are going - they can alert authorities if you don’t arrive on time. 
5. In Ice and Snow, Take It Slow! Don’t Crowd the Plow! 
6. Protect yourself and your passengers.  
 
7. Allow extra time to reach your destination  
during inclement weather.  
8. Do not be the driver who shuts down the pass.  
 
7. Drive for conditions – slower speeds, slower acceleration, slower steering, and  
slower braking in winter conditions. 
8. Use your headlights. 
9. Don’t use cruise control. 
 
10. Four and all-wheel drive vehicles will not stop or steer better  
in icy conditions. 
11. Leave extra room between your vehicle and the vehicle in  
front of you. And remember, big trucks take longer to stop. 
12. Slow down when approaching intersections, off-ramps,  
bridges, or shady spots. 
 
13. If you find yourself behind a snowplow, stay behind it until it is safe to pass. Remember that a 
snowplow driver has a limited field of vision. Stay back (15 car lengths) until you’re sure it is safe to 
pass or until the plow pulls off the road. 
14. Slow down and be extra cautious near the chain-up and removal areas. There are often people out 
of their vehicles moving around.    
15. Carry water, nutrition bars, blankets, medications and other necessities for emergencies. 
16. You can find more winter preparedness tips at www.TakeWinterbyStorm.com website.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



RECOMMENDED SERVICE PROVIDERS 
One or more Montreux residents have recommended the following service providers: 
List is in order of probable need at this time. 
 
Yard Maintenance: 
Sear An, tel. 206-434-9684 
Sam Barrett, Lakeside Landscaping, tel. 425-652-5534 
 
Snow Removal: 
Sam Barrett, Lakeside Landscaping, tel. 425-652-5534 
Austin  Melody, tel. 425-283-6480 
 
Gutter Cleaning: 
Wayne Whitney, tel. 206-354-9406 
 
Handyman: 
Mike Beffa, tel. 425-830-0306 
 
Dog Walking: 
Taylor Gwinn, tel. 425-643-9945 
Austin Melody, tel. 425-283-6480 
Kate Rhodes, tel. 425-533-7720 
 
Plumbing: 
Fox Plumbing, tel. 425-641-1386 
 
A/C & Heating: 
Brennan A/C and Furnace, 206-248-7900 
 
Garage Doors: 
Ric’s Garage Door Repair, tel. 425-827-6257 
 
Sprinklers Systems & Backflow Testing 
Alpine Sprinklers, tel. 425-391-8701 
 
Painting: 
Antonio Roman, tel. 425-443-8590  
 
Granite Countertops 
Costco, tel. 425-313-0965 
 
Medical & Dental Services 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, tel. 507-284-2111 
 Dr. Robert L. Frye, Cardiologist 
Overlake Clinic & Hospital, Bellevue, tel. 425-688-5000 
 Dr. Joseph W. Doucette, Cardiologist 



 Dr. Allen J. Geltzer, Internist 
Overlake Clinic, Issaquah,  tel. 425-313-0151 
University of Washington Medical Center, Seattle, tel. 206-598-3300 
 
Dr. Michael Rizen, Ophthalmologist, Eye Clinic of Bellevue, tel.425-454-7912 
 
DD. Kris Swanson, Dentist, Overlake Clinic, Bellevue tel.425-454-4434 
 
Accounting 
Laurel Rich, Bettinger, Mifflin, Rich CPA Group, tel. 425-827-8771 
 
Athletic Clubs 
Bellevue Club & Hotel, Bellevue, tel. 425-454-4424 
 Sue Henderson, water aerobic instructor, 425-637-4610  
Landscape Improvements 
Legacy Landscaping, Tel. 425-391-3134 
 
 
 

A WEALTH OF INFORMATION 
 
Be sure to visit the Montreux Homeowners Association website for a wealth of current and historical 
information about the Montreux community. 
 
WWW.MONTREUX-HOA.ORG 
 
For help or suggestions, contact:  
 
Charles Hayden 
Web Site 
425-522-3776 
cchayden@gmail.com 



. 



DO YOU WANT TO SELL YOUR HOME? 
By Marty Nelson 

To give your home a competitive edge when it's time to sell, make sure it is in good 
physical condition.  

This not only makes your home more attractive and desirable, it also simplifies the negotiation process 
when the time comes for the buyer's pre-purchase inspection. According to home inspection experts, 
approximately half the resale homes in the market today have at least one significant defect. Routine 
maintenance is the best way to prevent major, costly problems from developing in the first place. If you 
have been putting off those repairs, now is the time to make them.  

A Home Seller's Check List can identify a list of common problems that typically appear on buyer's 
home inspection reports. Early correction of these problems can increase a home's appeal and its selling 
price. It also sets the stage for a favorable home inspection report for the buyer, and thereby helps to 
expedite the sale. The following checklist can help you achieve these marketing goals. 

Check The Major Systems 
 
CHECK THE MAJOR SYSTEMS - After size, style, and location, a home buyer's primary concern is 
the condition of the home's basic structure and major mechanical systems. Most buyers do not want to 
invest a great deal of money correcting problems in such critical areas. A pre-listing home inspection of 
the visible and accessible home components can reveal most of these problems, and include 
recommended repairs, if needed, on the following major items: Roof structure and covering foundation, 
basement, and/or crawl space, central heating and air conditioning systems, electrical system and 
plumbing system. 

 Make Maintenance Improvements: 

 A number of maintenance improvements are relatively easy and inexpensive to make, yet they can 
substantially improve a home's appearance, efficiency, and comfort. A realtor or home inspector may 
make helpful maintenance suggestions such as: trim trees and shrubs which touch or overhang the house 
-apply new caulking and weather stripping as needed around windows and doors - clean gutters of debris 
and leaves - repair or replace cracked or broken gutters, downspouts, and extensions to ensure proper 
drainage. Replace bathroom caulk or grouting where necessary to prevent seepage and improve 
appearance. Ventilate closed basements and crawl spaces or install a dehumidifier to prevent excessive 
moisture build-up. Re-grade soil around the foundation to keep water away from the house. Replace 
dirty filters in the heating and air conditioning systems. Have the heating and air conditioning systems 
professionally serviced. Have chimneys professionally cleaned, and install chimney hoods or caps as 
needed. 

By Marty Nelson, Owner of Sterling Northwest Properties and Montreux Board Member  

With support from Rinehart Inspection Services  (December 2010) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
A Favorite Sledding Hill 

The Burke’s driveway 
Sledding: Marie, Alden & Taylor Gwinn 

 
"Happiness is never an accident.  

It is the prize we get when we choose wisely from life's great stores." 
 

 


