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Board News
In April, the Montreux HOA BOD had several retirements: Joe Preston, Susan Gardner, and Duane and Doris Burke.  Joe was Immediate Past President of Montreux HOA.  Susan was most recently Secretary of the BOD.  Duane and Doris were editors of the Montreux Newsletter.  Joe and Susan served many years on the BOD, and both worked with many past and present BOD members in several capacities.  

Duane and Doris were on the BOD for a shorter period, but they had a significant impact on our neighborhood communications and introduced last year’s children’s writing competition.  Joining the Board: Dr. Bob Wilburn, who approves paint colors and roof changes for the Architectural Control Committee; John Kuechle, Garden and Landscape, to ensure we all keep up our home’s landscape and follow the CC&Rs; and Sally L. Goetsch, Montreux Newsletter editor.

President’s Pointers

Good neighbors make great neighborhoods. Montreux is a prime example, that’s why we chose to live here.

It’s the goal of the Homeowners’ Association (HOA) Board of Directors (BOD) to keep Montreux a special place to enjoy your life, family and friends. So it is part of the promise we all made when signing on that dotted line, to follow the Covenants, Conditions, and Restrictions (CC&Rs) to keep the quality consistent year ‘round.

Are you a good neighbor? Let’s review a few reminders here.

I need to keep my yard clean and attractive at all times, especially weed-free beds and grass green. Yes! Montreux’s CC&R’s paragraph 5.15 requires our yards to be in good order, condition and repair; clean, attractive and in sanitary condition.
It’s OK to have garbage cans and debris on our property visible from the street. NO. CC&R paragraph 5.5, says garbage, debris and their containers must not be visible from the street or from other lots. Garbage and debris must be regularly removed. We all live here.
Homeowners next to the Native Growth Protection Easements (NGPE) must not disturb the vegetation within the NGPE. YES. CC&R Paragraph 4.1.2. states the City of Issaquah is the government body that can authorize pruning and/or clearing of dangerous trees in the NGPE. If permission is granted, then the homeowner must notify the HOA Board. In turn, the Board will identify a contractor to perform the authorized work and bill the homeowner for the work completed. (In past years the board has allowed the homeowner to select a contractor and perform the work under the supervision of the City and the HOA) And remember, dumping grass and garden clippings is not allowed; that’s why we have yard waste cans. The City of Issaquah requires the HOA to remove yard waste, and the homeowner to pay the bill.
Satellite dishes, antenna, or like devices are not allowed unless approved by the Architectural Control Committee (ACC). See Paragraph 5.13., and concealed from street view.
Dogs must be controlled while being walked within the boundaries of Montreux – YES. Paragraph 5.6 of the CC&Rs explains dogs are not allowed to run at large. Keep in mind also that we have bears, bobcats, coyotes, and raccoons in the green belt that also may target your nearby vulnerable pets; it has happened over the years. Animal waste from leashed dogs must be removed immediately. Any animal deemed a nuisance, such as barking uncontrollably while left alone for hours, may not be kept.  
Changing house colors or building a deck? We have Paragraph 8.6 that requires ACC approval for external improvements to your property.  Paint colors stay in neutral tones.
In the summer, I enjoy storing my boat and RV in my driveway.  SORRY! Paragraph 5.8 prohibits you storing these vehicles on homeowner’s property, unless in an enclosed storage area. The ACC must approve the enclosed storage facility.
Judy Fenyk-Melody (borrowed from a previous Montreux BOD President)

CleanScapes Makes Monday Trash Day Now

In case you missed the small mailers, all Montreux residents should be aware that starting July 2nd, our weekly curbside trash and recycling pickup moved to Mondays.

The city of Issaquah signed a contract with local company Cleanscapes for weekly pickups.  The new hauler provides slightly lower rates, more options for curbside recycling and will open a store in Gilman Village to assist in recycling larger items.  According to the Cleanscapes website, the new store will take compact fluorescent (CFL) light bulbs, household batteries, styrofoam blocks and small electronics.

Both the city of Issaquah and Cleanscapes want to make the transition as easy as possible.  Should you encounter any problems, please contact Cleanscapes directly.  Their Issaquah customer service number is (425) 837-1234.

Also, some residents have been surprised by wildlife raiding trashcans taken to the curb the night before collection.  (One resident also had their new Weber grill knocked completely over during the night, because the bear smelled chicken fat left in the drip pan.  Fortunately the grill still works.)  

Cleanscapes claims to offer wildlife-resistant containers as part of their service.  But until those containers become available – and until they prove to be effective – the best way to prevent messy surprises is to roll your containers curbside on Monday morning.

Bob Keilin, Government Affairs

SAVE THE DATE!

Montreux Annual HOA BBQ

Saturday, September 8

Volunteers are needed!

Contact Joseph Nee, nee.zulin@gmail.com

Meet your neighbors, enjoy a picnic, plus Clowns Unlimited 

 A Bicycle Parade, Face-painting, “Bouncy House” for Kids

Montreux Landscaping Update

Summer is here, bringing its promise of long sunny days (let’s hope) and bright starry nights (well, maybe). Time to get outside, soak up some Vitamin D and do all those gardening chores you have put off all year.  As our yards in Montreux mature, it is important to assess regularly which plants have  lived out their lifetime and should be replaced, which plants and trees could take a good pruning, and whether or not it’s time to rejuvenate your lawn. Having well-maintained landscaping not only accentuates the beauty of your home, it also adds to your property value and the value of our entire neighborhood.

As you take a look at your yard, be aware that the tent caterpillars are prevalent this year. 

Their preferred hosts are alder, apple, ash, birch, cherry, cottonwood, willow, fruit trees, and roses. During heavy infestations, the tent caterpillars will migrate and feed on many other plants. The best way to remove them is to physically destroy their larvae and their nests by hand picking or pruning affected branches. You can also use a biological insecticide; it only targets the tent caterpillar and is relatively safe for other insects.

After a slow start due to the chilly spring and a couple of irrigation issues, our annual planting is in bloom at the waterfall and the neighborhood monuments!  The colors should inspire us throughout the summer. Our sprinkler system is programmed to water the bedding areas a certain number of times per week.  However, if we have a stretch of very warm days and you see some plants really struggling at the neighborhood monuments, please feel free to water them by hand. We have had new mulch put down in most of the beds this year, which should help with keeping weeds down and the moisture in the soil.  
Thank you to those who called to report black areas on some of our maple trees.  This seems to have spread throughout our area, and is considered to be a result of the very wet spring, some unusually warm weather in April, and then more cool to cold temperatures with rain that has followed.  Our landscape company has promised to address the issue.  

28 more grass plants were placed throughout the development where they were missing or dying back on many of the islands.  The fungus that was a problem on the maple leaves seems to have dissipated.

Once the water sensors on the waterfalls are working properly, we hope to get a grip on our water usage throughout Montreux.  The last bimonthly water reading exceeded that of the previous 3 years for the same time period.

Irrigation maintenance is crucial to the success of our Montreux landscaping, and we are fortunate to have David Melody assuming the responsibility this year!  David’s expertise in the golfing industry is a real asset.  He will help the Board in the decision-making process on upgrading the second third of the irrigation system with the grant funds from the Cascade Water Alliance. Please contact David with irrigation emergencies at dprovet
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HYPERLINK "mailto:dprovet@comcast.net"net  or call him, at 425-283-8793, if you see a broken sprinkler or an area that is not getting watered, or is getting too much water.
Happy summer to all Montreux homeowners and families, Chris Steele & Myrt Nelson

Recommendation - We have used this woman-owned arborist service for the last 8 years. I rely on their quality, certifications, and ability to work small to larger jobs on Mondays in Issaquah.  
Sally Goetsch, Newsletter Editor
“Master gardeners partnering with you for the garden you desire.”

Baron’sGardenPartner,LLC 
Sammamish,WA98075 
Office: 425-391-7494, Web site: GardenPartner.com
Montreux Real Estate Update – July 2012

The real estate market has turned the corner, and prices are starting to rise!  This is evident in the nation and in particular a few cities, including Seattle, which ranks 5th among metro areas where prices are rising the most.  (National Association of Realtors RealtorMag, June Edition.)  According to the Seattle Times, King County home prices are up 10 percent over a year ago.

A decreased inventory of houses for sale combined with low interest rates are frequently causing multiple offers/bidding wars.  Listings are going from “Active” to “Pending” within a few days.  Three Montreux homes were recently on the market less than seven days before receiving offers. If the current housing trend continues, we may be seeing more scenarios like this in our neighborhood in the coming months.

Susan Gardner, Keller-Williams Realty Bellevue, 425-635-8088 direct, 425-454-4577 fax
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